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                 At the conceptual level, Illegal Beings is an original and thought-provoking attempt to apply US Constitutional Law to the topical and highly-controversial subject of human reproductive cloning. In its detail, however, the author's argument encounters various problems that raise serious questions about its practical applicability. 
In Part One, Professor Macintosh begins by identifying the five most common objections to cloning: that human reproductive cloning offends God and/or nature; that ‘manufacturing’ children violates human dignity, as children should be ‘gifts from God’ rather than man-made products; that human clones lack individuality (Macintosh calls this objection the ‘identity fallacy’); that the activity of cloning could harm or destroy humanity; and that the cloning process is unsafe and likely to produce children affected by birth defects. Macintosh moves on in Part Two to show how these five objections have influenced and motivated legislative attempts to ban cloning in the United States, and draws parallels between proposed anti-cloning laws and laws which once banned interracial marriage, on the basis that both types of prohibitive law effectively aim to regulate whole categories of human beings out of existence. In the third and final part of the book, the author catalogues the various harms that anti-cloning laws would inflict on human clones (who, Macintosh insists, would come into being despite any prohibition, since ‘anything that can be done will be done’ (p. 29)) and argues that such laws would be unconstitutional under the Equal Protection framework of the 14th Amendment.
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